
Death in Hospital or Emergency Room during 
Pandemic Influenza Event 

Usual OCME cases 
Death due to suspected/known usual 

natural diseases including flu (Attending 
physician signs [§ 32.1-263C,D]) 

Dead on arrival Poison/ Violent/Unnatural 
History of antecedent illness 

suspicious for flu 
(§32.1-283) 

Notify OCME 
Identification 

known  
Not Identified Identified Identification  

Unknown ER doctor or 
notify attending 

MD to sign 
death certificate 
(§ 32.1-263C,D) 

OCME accepts 
remains with hospital 

chart and personal 
effects. Coordinate 

with police. 

Obtain written & signed 
document from police & 

hospital that family 
cannot be found/refuses 

remains after due 
diligence search 

Unidentified

Transport 
remains to 

OCME 
district office 

Remains 
claimed by 
next of kin 
& sent to 
funeral 
home 

Notify Police for information 
and for next of kin 

Unclaimed  Attending signs death 
certificate

Remains 
claimed by next 
of kin & sent to 
funeral home Remains 

unclaimed 
& police 
search for 
next of kin Remains 

claimed by 
next of kin & 

sent to 
funeral home 

Identified 

To Sheriff         
(§ 32.1-288A) 

Next of kin 
found 

Next of 
kin claim 
remains 

Remains sent to 
funeral home 

No next of kin found

Obtain written & signed 
document from police & 

hospital that family 
cannot be found/refuses 

remains after due 
diligence search YES

NO 

Unclaimed 

To OCME

Unidentified   
after full 
scientific 

documentation 

To Sheriff       
(§ 32.1-288A)
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